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Year Group Leader update – Year 5 
 
Year 5 this year is: Hornbeam class, Elm class, Hazel class, Elder class and Holly class.  Each of our classrooms have their tree displayed and the children’s 
work they completed as part of their class identity. 
 

    

 

   
English: Writing 
Children are currently reading the historical adventure story ‘Secrets of a Sun King’ by Emma Carroll.  Part of the text is set in London at the time of World War II 
as well as in Ancient Egypt; it is a tale of mysterious packages, Egyptian tombs and a pharaoh's deadly curse! 
 
Our Year 5 classes started the sequence of learning by engaging with the text using drama techniques such as hot seating to develop empathy with the character 
and to respond in role, freeze framing to develop their responses to different scenarios and key events in the story and conscious alley where children have to 
reason about the choices a character makes when faced with a dilemma.  
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Children had lots of opportunities for paired and group work, predicting what the text might be about based on their prior knowledge using annotations and sorting 
statements into the ‘zone of relevance’ chart, brainstorming what we know and would like to know about key characters from what has been read so far and 
discussing the change and development of a character as the text progresses using emotion graphs and ‘role on the wall’. 
 

 

 

 

  

 
Children are working towards writing a descriptive recount so have had grammar practise as part of the unit, looking at figurative language like idioms and 

revisiting key concepts from Year 4, including the use of inverted commas to demarcate dialogue and revisiting clauses within different sentence types. 

They have had a range of opportunities to write and in different formats: a play-script, reflections, a diary entry and a descriptive setting. 
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Reading 
Year 5 has used this core text to also deliver reading three days a week, the fourth day being based on a non-fiction text linked to our current topic ‘The 
Pharaohs’ and the last day being a Reading for Pleasure day where children access online texts through Bug Club and choose a variety of texts that they want to 
read from our reading corners. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During reading the teacher models reading fluently, followed by the children echo reading in groups or pairs.  They also read with a partner and finally read 
silently.  This session is followed by defining unfamiliar vocabulary using an online dictionary.  The teacher then works with the class to construct a modelled 
answer to the first of three comprehension questions, followed by two questions that the children answer with a partner.  We are using different question formats 
to challenge our children.   
 
Our reading in Term 1 has focussed on the following skills: retrieval, word meaning and explanation.  Teachers ensure that skills are modelled and scaffolded 
and that children are given opportunities to apply and consolidate them in different contexts to ensure children make progress in reading. Year 5’s core text for 
reading this term is ‘Secrets of a Sun King’ by the author Emma Carroll. 
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Examples of non-fiction extracts used and comprehension questions: 
 

 
 
 

  

 
Maths 
This term, children were reading, writing and representing numbers and their place value to 1 000 000.  Time in each lesson is spent using concrete materials to 
represent numbers to 1 000 000, including number discs and place-value charts.  Children then compared numbers to 1 000 000 using their knowledge of place 
value and using bar model supports to assist them. They also identified the mid-point between multiples of 1000 and 100 000 and other markers on numberlines; 
applied this knowledge to round numbers to the nearest 10, 1000, 10 000 and 100 000 and estimate and approximate answers to calculations.  
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Children are encouraged to work collaboratively with others to investigate a range of mathematical concepts using a range of representations and in different 
contexts.  Lessons start with a mental maths session, so children develop a quick and accurate recall of facts as well as developing both mental and written 
strategies. 
 
Mental Maths  
 

    

 
Anchor Task 
Children then work in mixed ability pairs to solve a problem using concrete materials that links to the main concept that will be taught in that lesson. The teacher 
moves around the class to assess pupils’ mathematical understanding and gives children the opportunity to feedback in the resulting class discussion.  
 

  
 

 

Guided Practise 
In Year 5 children develop their understanding of 
mathematical concepts by the teacher modelling and 
recording key strategies and methods using anchor 
charts and by planning opportunities for paired 
practise of the key skill, concept of method taught in 
the main teaching session. 
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Independent Practise 
Children have opportunities to work independently.  They have a few questions based on fluency and varied fluency and two to three questions that are 
reasoning or problem-solving questions.  During these sessions children are exposed to different representations and question formats; they can choose to use 
concrete, pictorial or abstract representation to calculate, solve and explain and in this way we differentiate work for different groups of learners. 
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Science 
As scientists, children compared and grouped together everyday materials on the basis of their properties, including their hardness, solubility, transparency, 
conductivity in a circuit and response to magnets.  They learnt that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution and described how to recover a 
substance from a solution. Children used their knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, including through filtering, 
sieving and evaporating. 
 

  
  

 
 
 

  
Children set-up their own simple enquiry to see how quickly a bead of butter would melt when placed on spoons made of different conducting materials – plastic, 
wood and metal.   They recorded their results by observing over time and wrote a conclusion, making a generalisation that metals are usually good heat 
conductors by plastics are not. 
 

   
   

 

 
History 
This term Year 5 has been studying the topic Ancient Egypt and learning about the reign of significant pharaohs and their legacy.  We looked at a range of 
secondary sources to research key aspects of life in Ancient Egypt, including the lives and roles of Egyptian women in society and the dynasties of some of the 
great pharaohs like Ramses II and Cleopatra.  Children were encouraged to form their own opinions based on the evidence and answer historical questions as 
part of their enquiry.  They looked at events from the past and key dates, identifying these on a timeline.  Children recognised that people in the past represent 
ideas in different ways to persuade others; as part of this work, they explored alternative viewpoints on the legacy of the Egyptian queen, Cleopatra. 
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Children used the iPads to follow their own line of enquiry and to research a key question – they collated the information to produce an informative poster using 

image and text. 

 
 
Black History 
At the start of the term, and as part of the initial return to school, children learnt about the life and artworks of Yinka Shonibare.  Born in 1962, he is a British-
Nigerian artist living in the United Kingdom.  His work explores cultural identity, colonialism and post-colonialism within the contemporary context of globalisation.  
 
A hallmark of his art is the brightly coloured Ankara fabric he uses.  Children used fabric in their own artwork. 
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Art 
Children are studying the artworks of Jean-Michel Basquiat, a Neo-Expressionist painter in the 1980s.  Basquiat used bold colours in his work, working in a range 
of materials such as oil-stick, acrylic, and spray-paint and he worked on giant canvases. Children experimented mark-making in an abstract style. 
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RE 
Every term in RE the children discuss ‘the big question’ for that term.  Our question this term is ‘What do I think of when I think about God?’  Children have the 
opportunity in lessons to discuss their own beliefs and those of others.  They discuss what is similar and different between religious beliefs. In RE, we are 
learning about world views in religion, including atheism; we have considered, discussed and compared own personal views about God, and included viewpoints 
about life and death, marriage and living together peacefully. 
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PSHCE 
In PSHCE the theme for this term is ‘Being Me’; we have been discussing how we face new challenges positively and know how to set personal goals.  We have 
compared our life with other people around the UK and explained why we have rights, responsibilities and rules to make both school and the wider community a 
fair place. We have discussed how actions of one person can affect another person. 
 

    

  
British Values 
Children have lessons linked to the 
British Values: democracy, the rule 
of law, individual liberty, and 
mutual respect and tolerance.   
This term we have learnt about 
democracy linked to lessons in 
PSHCE - our roles as citizens.  we 
made posters about the five British 
Values as one of their lessons.   
 
We refer to these values when learning together, following rules at school and when we have class and whole school assemblies.  Children made posters and 
class charters to include our British Values. 

 
 

   
 



 

Page 12 of 12 

 

PE 
This term and next, children will have swimming sessions at East Ham Leisure Centre. 
 
Computing: Online safety 
 

 

 
 

 
Parents Information Sharing Session 
The Year Group Leader, held a parent information sharing session via Zoom this term.  Information about school routines and the curriculum being taught this 
term in Year 5 was shared.  Over 50 parents attended and they had a chance to ask questions.  All parents received to information slides and the information 
sheet detailing the curriculum for term 1. 
 

   

 
 
 
 


